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France.   All this seems to point to the probability
that at this time (1541) Henry had decided to take
a share on the side of the Emperor in the war which
was evidently looming between Charles and Francis.
He was broken and fretful, but his vanity and am-
bition were still boundless ;   and Gardiner, whose
policy,   and  not   Norfolk's,   it   undoubtedly   was,
would easily persuade him that an alliance in war
with Charles could not fail to secure for him in-
creased   consideration   and   readmission   into   the
circle of Catholic nations, whilst retaining his own
supremacy   unimpaired.     Henry's   pompous   pro-
gress  in  the  North,  accompanied  by  Katharine,
occupied nearly five months, till the end of October.
How far the young wife was influential in keeping
Henry to the policy just described it is impossible
to say, but beyond acquiescence in an occasional
petition or hint, it is difficult to believe that the
elderly, self-willed man would be moved by the
thoughtless, giddy girl whom he had married.    If
the opposite had been the case, Norfolk's traditions
and leanings would have been more conspicuous
than they are in Henry's actions at the time.     It
is true that, during the whole period, a pretence
of cordial  negotiation was made for a marriage
between Princess Mary and a French prince, but it
is certain now, whatever Norfolk may have thought
at   the time, that the negotiation was solely in
order to stimulate Charles to nearer approach, and
to mislead Francis whilst the English preparations
for war  and  the  strengthening  of  the  garrisons
towards France and Scotland went steadily on.
An alliance with the Emperor in a war with
France was evidently the policy upon which Henry,